Declarative memory is thought to consist of two independent systems: episodic and semantic. Episodic memory represents personal and contextually unique events, while semantic memory represents culturally-shared, acontextual factual knowledge. Personal semantics refers to aspects of declarative memory that appear to fall somewhere in between the extremes of episodic and semantic. Examples include autobiographical knowledge and memories of repeated personal events. These two aspects of personal semantics have been studied little and rarely compared to both semantic and episodic memory. We recorded the event-related potentials (ERPs) of 27 healthy participants while they verified the veracity of sentences probing four types of questions: general (i.e., semantic) facts, autobiographical facts, repeated events, and unique (i.e., episodic) events. Behavioral results showed equivalent reaction times in all 4 conditions. True sentences were verified faster than false sentences, except for unique events for which no significant difference was observed. Electrophysiological results showed that the N400 (which is classically associated with retrieval from semantic memory) was maximal for general facts and the LPC (which is classically associated with retrieval from episodic memory) was maximal for unique events. For both ERP components, the two personal semantic conditions (i.e., autobiographical facts and repeated events) systematically differed from semantic memory. In addition, N400 amplitudes also differentiated autobiographical facts from unique events. Autobiographical facts and repeated events did not differ significantly from each other but their corresponding scalp distributions differed from those associated with general facts. Our results suggest that the neural correlates of personal semantics can be distinguished from those of semantic and episodic memory, and may provide clues as to how unique events are transformed to semantic memory.
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Dedication
Shlomo was a close friend, even more than a colleague. Our friendship was bashert, a Yiddish term that is associated with meeting your soul-mate and life-partner, though I see no reason why it can't be extended to friends. We were born about a year apart, I, in 1945 I, in , Shlomo, in 1946 Bucharest. I lived in Ramleh, Israel, as a child, but it took until 1978 for us to meet. I was on my first sabbatical which I chose to spend in Jerusalem, and Shlomo was working on his PhD, while running (unofficially) the EEG laboratory at Hadassah Hospital where I was assigned an office. We liked and respected each other from the beginning, and we, and our families, grew close to each other, and remain so to this day. Though I was more advanced nominally in my career, it was clear to me that Shlomo surpassed me in knowledge and technical skill, an advantage he never relinquished. He was an indefatigable worker, a generous collaborator and a selfless, caring and wise mentor whose scientific contributions, and those he fostered in his colleagues and trainees, have advanced our field greatly. In recognition of his achievements, he was awarded the Israel Prize in 2012, which delighted and gratified him.
To celebrate his receiving the Israel Prize, Shlomo invited me to 
